Connections
A Newsletter for Serra Catholic & SHA Alumni

Alumni Spring Social
Friday, May 3, 2013
Social in Blanchet’s Student Center
5:30 p.m. – 6:45 p.m.
“Les Miserables”
begins at 7:00 p.m.
“Les Miserables” promises to be
a stunning high-quality production
featuring nearly 80 high school students
in acting, singing and technical roles.
All Sacred Heart and Serra Catholic alumni (and
a guest) are invited to watch a performance of
the Blanchet Catholic School drama department’s
production of the musical “Les Miserables” on Friday,
May 3. Alumni who RSVP by the April 29 deadline
will receive free tickets and reserved front row
seats! Alumni are encouraged to arrive at 5:30 p.m.
for heavy hors d‘oeuvres and refreshments in the
Student Center provided by members of our Legacy
Alumni committee.

in this issue:

RSVP by April 29 to receive complimentary front-row
seats at the play.
Reply to Brandy O’Bannon at 503-391-2639
or email brandy@blanchetcatholicschool.com.
- Fall Social Recap

- “The Gathering” 2014

Catholic Secondary

- New Student Center

- Upcoming Reunions

Education: How you

- In the News

- In Memoriam

can help

~ page 2

~ page 3

~ page 4

Fall
Social
Recap

Over forty alumni attended Blanchet’s
homecoming football game at Salem
Academy on September 21. Guests
enjoyed a catered barbeque, mingling
with classmates and watching the
Cavaliers win the game! Serra Catholic
alumni reminisced about playing football
at the same location over 45 years ago.

In the news
Surfin’ at 70 ?
Thank you to Ron Wickman, Serra ’61,
and Mike Gallagher, Serra ‘60, for letting
us know about a great profile of the
“surfing priest of Surf City.”
Read the entire article that discusses
how Fr. Christian began surfing when he
turned 70 and the important role he plays
in the Huntington Beach community. See
article in the Yakima Herald-Republic at:
http://www.yakimaherald.com/valleylife/faith/
latestfaith/883291-8/the-surfing-priest-of-surf-city

Right: Legacy Alumni Committee members Tim
Pickett, Serra ‘67 (Chair), and John Salstrom, Serra
‘67, pose for the camera along with Terry Pickett,
Serra ‘75. Above: Chuck Lee, Blanchet President,
greets Lisa Luke, Jim Luke, Serra ‘58, and others
from Serra & Sacred Heart.

Help us solve this mystery?

Student Center Opens:
New digs for students & alumni
Many alumni attended Blanchet Catholic’s
dedication of their new 10,600 sq. ft.
Student Center on November 16. The
event featured a blessing by Fr. Todd
Molinari, pastor at St. Joseph Church
and a member of the Blanchet Board
of Directors. The Student Center is a
$2.2 million project funded through the
generosity of donors who have made
contributions to the school’s “Foundation
for the Future” campaign. The beautiful

building includes a student cafeteria,
commercial kitchen, athletic locker rooms
and landscaped courtyard.
The Student Center is available for alumni
to use for reunions at no cost! Contact
Development Director Brandy O’Bannon
at 503-391-2639 or email brandy@
blanchetcatholicschool.com to schedule
your event.

This football helmet was recently
donated to the archive. Does
anyone recognize it? Any thoughts
about what team might have worn
this and the approximate year?

Save
the
Date:
“The Gathering”
August 9, 2014
If you were not able to see “The Live 5”
at Blanchet’s Student Center dedication
this fall, don’t worry. All the original
band members will be reunited at “The
Gathering” for what promises to be
another memorable evening.

In memoriam

“The Gathering” brought together hundreds of
SC and SHA grads, family and friends from all
over the U.S. in 2011. Rockin’ music, great food,
and priceless friendships were renewed.

9 Alan Francis Albrich, SHA ’46 died on
June 20, 2012 in his sleep. He was a

“

weighmaster for the Oregon Department

Start gathering your classmates and
make your travel plans for August 2014!

Upcoming Reunions
50th Class Reunion

”

Sacred Heart Class of 1963 – August 17, 2013
Location: Blanchet Catholic School Student Center
Please notify us if your class is planning an upcoming reunion.
We’ll publicize it online & in this newsletter!

of Transportation for 35 years. His family
includes his wife, Barbara, two daughters
and three sons, six grandchildren and one
great grandchild.

9 Patricia Godlove Daniels, SHA ’56 died
on March 21, 2012 in Puyallup, WA. She
was a life-long employee of State Farm
Insurance.

9 Richard B. Moorman, Serra ’58 died on
August 30, 2012. He attended St. Vincent
de Paul grade school and Serra Catholic. He
graduated from the University of Portland. He

Serra ‘62 Celebrates 50 Years
Renaissance Inn in Keizer on August 18, 2012.

owned and operated the International Truck
dealership in Medford for 40 years and was
still actively employed at his death.

Let us not forget
We are interested in putting together an
article featuring remembrances about
Morrell Crary, Serra ‘61, and other
Serra and SHA alumni who served our
country in Vietnam.
Share your stories. Call Brandy
O’Bannon at 503-391-2639 or by email
at brandy@blanchetcatholicschool.com.

Back row, LtoR: Mike Cleary, Pete Hoffert, Ron Stoner, Bob Thrush, Norville Bodigheimer, Dave
Hopfer, Vern Johnston, Leroy Dauenhauer, John Milich, Dale Dennerline, Mike Alley, Jeff Schmidt,
Andy Galligan, John Sangster, Bill Rohr, Tom Gorman. Middle, LtoR: Duane Berning, Wayne
Neuberger, Mary Jansen Neuberger, Judy Lulay Hopfer, Vye Nestman Feitelson, Gayle McDonald
Michelson, Angie Meuchel Galligan, Judy Harris Sanders; Front, LtoR: Orville Fery, Elsie Van Fery,
Bob Steiner, Norm English, Pat Gallagher, Al Nash; Not pictured: Dwight Berning, Steve Burke,
John Connell, Fran Ferder, Mike Gehlen, Rob Miller, Mike Stone

See their Memory Book online at: www.blanchetcatholicschool.com/legacyalumni
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About Connections
This newsletter and our webspace
are supported by volunteers and
Blanchet. We welcome your
suggestions. We also accept
donations online or by mail. You
may contact us at the following:
Email:
LASC@blanchetcatholicschool.com
Phone:
Brandy O’Bannon, Dir.Development
503.391.2639
Fax:
503.399.1259
Website:
www.blanchetcatholicschool.com/
legacyalumni
Mailing Address:
Blanchet Catholic School
LASC Steering Committee
4373 Market Street NE
Salem, OR 97301

Catholic Secondary
Education: How you can help
Did you know? 95% of all Blanchet
graduates continue their education at
college & universities. The Class of 2012
(65 kids) were offered an incredible $6.2
million in scholarships! Did you also know
that over 1/3 of the Blanchet student body
receive financial assistance towards their
tuition? To meet the need, the school
fundraises in order to distribute over
$300,000 annually in tuition assistance.
You can support Blanchet students
by contributing to one of these annual
fundraisers.
Annual Fund – Donations to the school’s
annual fund are applied directly to the
operating budget where they benefit
students and programs. Donors who
make a contribution of $500 or greater to
the 2013 spring annual fund will have the
opportunity to customize a stepping stone.
Several alumni have already purchased
stepping stones, located in the outdoor
courtyard by the new Student Center.

Murdock Match – Blanchet recently received
a $50,000 grant towards technology initiatives
from the M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust of
Vancouver, WA. The grant depends on the
school raising an additional $50,000 towards
its technology budget. They’ve raised
$15,000 to date. This is a great opportunity to
DOUBLE the size of your contribution to the
students’ technical education. Donate at:
www.blanchetcatholicschool.com.
Bequests / Estate Plans - All donors who
name Blanchet Catholic in their will/estate
plan help ensure the future of Catholic
secondary education. A new Legacy Society
has formed to honor these individuals.
Contact Brandy for more information.
Cavalier Classic – Blanchet holds an annual
golf tournament to benefit student athletes.
This year’s event is Monday, August 26 at
Creekside Golf Course. Save the date and
start putting together a foursome. Great
friends, prizes and food!

