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ConnectionsConnections

This year was the third Gathering of the 
classes of Serra Catholic and Sacred 
Heart Academy.  Nearly 300 people 
attended this event.

The Live Five played to a celebration of 
alumni that stretched all the way back 
to 1936.  

We are very grateful for the assistance 
of Blanchet to pull all this off.  Special 
kudos to Toni Nanneman, Development 
Coordinator,  for managing the event’s 

every detail, Chris Lieder who has 
maintained our class lists., Fr. Coleman 
for his wonderful homily, and to all 
the nearly 50 volunteers who assisted 
in making the evening an event to 
remember.  

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
FOR AUGUST 12, 2017 FOR OUR 
NEXT GATHERING EVENT AT 
BLANCHET. §

See photos on page 2.

“THE GATHERING” 2014

One of the most important and 
enduring aspects of the mission at 
Blanchet Catholic School is to provide 
an affordable faith-based college 
preparatory education for the children 
of Salem and the mid-Willamette Valley. 
Since Blanchet opened its doors 20 
years ago in 1995, they have provided 
over $3.6 million in financial assistance 
to 1,800 students through their Tuition 
Assistance Fund that is distributed 
annually to families qualifying for 
financial assistance.

This year, President Guevara and the 
Blanchet Board of Directors determined 
that the greatest need was to fund 
tuition assistance.  Their auction appeal 
was dedicated to this effort and the 
program was named, ”Embrace the 
Potential.” A very generous benefactor 
offered a challenge match to Blanchet 
if they could raise $50,000 by October 
31. The donor also promised to donate 
an additional $50,000 for the next four 

years if the initial $50,000 challenge 
was met by October 31, 2014.  

Dan Smith, Blanchet graduate Class 
of 2012, spoke from his heart about 
how tuition assistance helped him and 
his family and made a video that was 
shown the night of the auction. You can 
see this video on Blanchet’s website at 
www.blanchetcatholicschool.com. 

In addition to the Blanchet families 
and donors, many Serra and Sacred 
Heart alumni also contributed to the 
“Embrace the Potential” matching 
fund!  This extremely successful 
appeal raised $68,000 which will all 
goes towards helping students attend 
Blanchet Catholic School!  Blanchet is 
thankful for each donation! §

BLANCHET NEWS:  “EMBRACE THE POTENTIAL”

Patty Fitzpatrick Swigart, SHA‘36, 
awarded our oldest alumni.
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Jim Luke, the class of ‘58 at Serra Catholic, 
has been inducted into the Western Oregon 
University Hall of Fame. Jim was recruited 
by then O.C.E.(Oregon College of Education) 
as a quarterback in football, but chose to play 
baseball instead.  Jim started all four years 
from 1960-1963.

In his first season, he was the only freshman 
selected to the All-Conference Team.  OCE 
won the league championship that year. Jim 
repeated on the All-Star Team his sophomore, 
junior and senior years, as well as two years 
as an NAIA District choice. His batting 
averages of .367 and .375 led the conferences 
his sophomore and junior years.

Among his favorite moments were his grand 
slam home run that helped OCE win the 
conference championship by one game his 
freshman year and a walk-off home run his 
senior year. Jim was also honored as a three-
time MVP selection and team captain by team 
members, which he remembers as his favorite 
awards.

Jim is the only athlete from Sacred Heart, 
Serra Catholic or Blanchet to be elected to 
any college sports Hall of Fame.§

In Memoriam
The Legacy Alumni Committee has 
scheduled two socials to wrap up the 
2014-15 school year.  We hope that 
you can join us.

The first social 
is Saturday, 
January 20 at 
Blanchet.  The 
day will begin 
with a free 
lunch starting at 
12:00 noon in 
the Lee Student 
Center.  We 

have thirty seats (30) reserved for you 
at the Blanchet mid-high and high-
school drama productions of “The 
Seussification of Romeo and Juliet” 
and “Rules of Comedy” which begins 
at 2:00 p.m.  

The second social will be held on 
Thursday, May 21 at Blanchet to 
include a free dinner at 5:00 p.m. in 
the Lee Student Center, followed by 
an invitation to join us for Blanchet’s 
Band, Choir and Orchestra Spring 
Music Concert at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Weigand Arts Center which is located 
on the 2nd floor at Blanchet Catholic 
School.  

If you would like to make a 
reservation for either event, please 
contact call Toni Nanneman, 
Development Coordinator at (503)391-
2639 x 240 or toninanneman@
blanchetcatholicschool.com.  
Reservations for the January 20 social 
need to be made by Wednesday, 
January 17. We will remind you by 
postcard for each event. §

UPCOMING SOCIAL EVENTS.  
TWO EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER

JIM LUKE: 
FIRST ALUMNI ATHLETE “HALL OF FAMER”

9 Patricia Ann Kirscher Erlandson, SHA, 
‘46, died at the age of 85 on September 
12, 2014.  She grew up on a dairy farm in 
east Salem and after high school she held 
various clerical jobs working with state and 
federal government.  She married Raif 
Erlandson in 1953 and together they raised 
six children and also found great delight in 
her 10 grandchildren.  She was active in 
her parish, St. Luke’s in Woodburn. She is 
remembered for her kindness to family and 
community. 9 Lorraine Bickler Nelke, SHA 
‘46 died on Sept. 23, 2014 at the age of 85. 
She married classmate Charles Nelke, SHA 
‘46 in 1948 and they raised seven children.  A 
devout Catholic, Lorraine was a parishioner 
of St. Joseph for over 70 years and active 
in the Altar Society and a cantor/vocalist for 
weddings and funerals into the ‘70’s.  She is 
remembered for her incredible, crystal clear 
soprano voice singing “O Holy Night” to a 
packed midnight Mass.  She is survived by 
her husband “Chuck” and six of her children, 
9 grandchildren, and 14 great-grandchildren. 
She is predeceased by her parents, her 
brother Ed, and her son, Michael.
9 Dolores Loraine Welle, SHA ‘46 died on 
October 25, 2014 at the age of 85. After high 
school she earned her Bachelor’s degree from 
Mt. Angel Academy, taught elementary schools 
as a Benedictine nun for 18 years and later 
worked for Marion County as a file clerk.  She 
was a member of St. Vincent de Paul Catholic 
Church. She is survived by her brothers and 
many nieces and nephews.  9 Barbara Anne 
Van Schaack, SHA ‘48 died on August 11, 
2014 at the age of 84.  After high school she 
worked at Elsinore Theater, enrolled in Oregon 
Beauty College and worked as a beautician, 
changed careers and worked for the Secretary 
of State’s office, the Forestry Department, 
Oregon State Police and finally the Oregon 
Department of Transportation.  She married 
James Brunelle in 1950 and raised five 
children. Her husband preceded her in death, 
and in 1980 she married Duane Van Schaack.  
They were married for 24 years.  She also 
enjoyed 13 grandchildren and 13 great-grand 
children. 9 Bernard H. Sommer, Serra ‘67, 
died on September 28, 2014 at the age of 65.  
After high school he married Pam Schroeder 
in 1975.  They especially enjoyed vacationing 
in Hawaii.  Bernie worked at the family dry 
cleaners, Model Cleaners, which served 
Salem for over 40 years.  Later he worked at 
Bark Boys, Terra Gardens and Capitol Toyota 
until his retirement in 2010. He loved fishing, 
hunting, camping and golfing, the “Ducks” and 
his family and friends. He is survived by his 
wife, and three children. §


