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 Feature Article:

“1959 was a very good year…for Serra & 
SHA grads…and Olympia beer,” reminisces 
Serra classmate John Schmitz. 

The State of Oregon was also celebrating its 100th birthday 
as were the Holy Names Sisters of Oregon at Salem’s Sacred 
Heart Academy where 43 young ladies were honored 
at SHA’s 96th annual commencement. Founded in 1954, 
Serra Catholic High School’s Franciscans held their third 
commencement for 44 young men concluding their high school 
years, and Gerry Frank was appointed by Governor Mark 
Hatfi eld to judge chocolate cakes at the Oregon State Fair.

   In 2009, Oregon and the Sisters commemorated 
sesquicentennial years, Gerry Frank continues to keep 
chocolate cakes a favorite, and SHA & Serra pre-baby 
boomers taking a fi rst step into their future a half-century ago 
are now celebrating a golden anniversary. Two special events 
have been planned.

   On Saturday, September 12, 2009, Serra men will host a 
casual summer shindig from 3:00-10:00pm+ at Bob & Betty 
Taggart’s beautiful home in South Salem. SHA classmates and 
guests are also expected to attend and reacquaint with Serra 
friends last seen in 1979 at a memorable 20th co-reunion or 
in 2008 at the venerable K.C. Hall “Gathering” event. The 
Taggarts have volunteered to round up all the food and Bob 
will barbecue prime rib, chicken and salmon. Photo nametags 
have been arranged to ease through any senior moments. Not 
to be missed are those tales of the past and their transition 
into present day stories for these alumni who have gone on to 
lead interesting lives that have spanned the globe and helped 
the world’s population soar to over six billion as well. 

SHA & Serra Catholic Classes of ‘59 To Commemorate 50th 
With Two September Celebrations!

A Newsletter for Serra Catholic & SHA Alumni 

(continued on page 7)

   With seven reunions already organized, enthusiastic 1959 
“Academy girls” didn’t break their pace and quickly set 
a luncheon date for their 50th on Sunday, September 13, 
2009 from 12:00pm-4:00pm+. Ladies and their guests 
from near and far will be welcomed in renovated Painter’s 
Hall at Salem’s new Pringle Creek Community sustainable 
living center for a relaxing, heart-happy afternoon of good 
food, sharing old stories and catching up on new ones. 
Current interests in art, crafts and special collections will 
be displayed and memorabilia to peruse. Photo nametags 
designed by an imaginative alum are being created for 
the occasion, the usual “Men’s Table” and traditional class 
group picture arranged. A special blessing will be given by 
a favorite Holy Names sister/classmate, and ‘Class Meeting’ 
time, an expected program highlight at past social events, 
entertainingly emceed by the 1959 student body president, 
both identifi ed in SHA’s Crossword Puzzle.
 
   For more details on each celebration and important 
RSVP information, please see our invite cards inside this 
newsletter. Picture profi les also provide interesting tidbits 
on SCHS and SHA alumni during high school and over these 
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Recently, several alumni from the Classes of 
‘59 Serra Catholic and Sacred Heart Academy 
gathered for this issue of “Connections.”  We 
hope you enjoy catching up with each of them as 
they share with us their lives and hopes for their 
upcoming 50th reunion.

First row, L-R:
-DeEtta Lefor Kryger left for Seattle University in the fall after 
high school graduation in 1959 where later she met her future 
husband, a St. Martin’s College student, at a school springtime 
social event. She stayed to live and work in Seattle at the Poly 
Clinic before returning to Salem.
 
De and Dave Kryger were married in 1963 and she continued in 
the medical fi eld with the Salem Clinic for several years while he 
attended Willamette Law School, working part-time after their 
children Kristen and Kelley were born. In 1970, they moved to 
the Albany area where Dave took a job with a large law fi rm 
and where they raised their four children, now including Erin & 
Kevin. 

De was a stay-at-home mom while her children 
were in school and enjoyed helping out at St. 
Mary’s School as a volunteer for many years.  
This led to a paid part-time secretarial position 
for fi fteen years following while she also pursued 
interests in interior design as a fl oral designer. 
Later she was involved as a volunteer with CASA 
and hospice which she found very rewarding.
 
With her sense of humor intact throughout these 
past fi fty years, De and Dave share many fun times with their 
eight grandchildren, all whom live within an hour away. They 
especially enjoy their Sunriver home and do lots of water sports 
with family during the summer months. When time allows, they 
have been on some cruises and traveled to Europe and Ireland.
 
DeEtta feels they have been very blessed and is most grateful to 
God for these blessings. Life is busy and she looks forward to our 
50th reunion in September.......just can’t believe it!  
 
-Judy Schneider McCreight married Lowell McCreight in 1961 
and they celebrated their 48th anniversary this year, July 22, 
2009.  Lowell is a retired Salem fi reman. Judy worked for the 
State of Oregon for almost twenty years, retiring in 1998. They 
have two children, fi ve grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.
 
Although she used to say she didn’t collect anything, she now says 
she collects anything that catches her attention and likes dishes, 
especially carnival glass and depression glass. Her family has a 

small garden each year and loves to go to the coast in their 
travel trailer for salmon fi shing and crabbing whenever they can.
 
Judy says she really cannot believe it’s been 50 years since high 
school. How time fl ies! 

-Mary Ann Meyer Santana, fi rst-born of Marian & Henry 
Meyer’s six children, grew up on the family farm ‘out in the 
country’ of close-in SE Salem. Life on the farm with her horses, 
hay fever, buses to the summer berry fi elds, carpools to St. 
Joseph’s School, and then Sacred Heart Academy in time to 
ring the morning bell, set the stage for what would become an 
industrious life as a mother, adventurer and occasional rabble-
rouser. 

MA’s fi ve children were raised in Portland where she happily 
shared her creativity and enthusiasm with them and they returned 
the gift to her with six spirited grandchildren. Through her 
thoughtful activism and imaginative community service work, 
including founding the multi-million dollar “Run-for-the-Arts” in 
1977, many organizations have surpassed their goals.
 
Her travels to amazing places on fi ve continents around 

the world have provided experiences beyond belief, 
just ask.  Along the way, she earned a business 
degree from Marylhurst University where her mother 
graduated in 1939, and did post-grad work in 
mediation.
 
Mary Ann remains interested in all things innovative 
while giving great value to the old ways from which 
we came. As the family historian, she enjoys bringing 
the past to present through research, writing, and 
publishing.  She notes while the main topics of 

conversation among classmates have shifted considerably over 
these 50 years, as has their hair color, that sharing memories with 
one another is a most heart-healthy experience not to be missed. 

-John Schmitz, after Serra, went on to graduate from OSU with 
a degree in food science. Following two years active military 
duty, one of which was served in a supply unit stationed in Qui 
Nhon, South Vietnam, he attended the U. of O. and earned 
a degree in journalism/advertising. Ever since then he’s been 
working as an advertising copywriter and a journalist, fi rst in Los 
Angeles and later in Portland and now Salem. 
 
John enjoys collecting tee shirts and autographs, reading and 
watching college sports, mostly OSU and U of O.  He’s never 
married but does have three dependents: two squirrels and a 
possum. 
 
John is looking forward to the 50th combined reunion of Serra 
& Sacred Heart and reuniting with former classmates. What he 
remembers most about Serra are the great priests.  

.... . .
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-JoAnn Weigel Long was married August 1959 to Laurel Long.  
Together they raised fi ve children in their South Salem home where 
JoAnn grew up and has lived for over fi fty-fi ve years.  A claim to 
fame is that she never had to fi ll out a change-of-address form!  
JoAnn was employed at Vista Market for thirty years and retired 
in 2001.  Laurel worked for Vista and later Salem Farm and 
Garden until his death in 1991.  

The Long home was always full of family and friends.  Today 
JoAnn’s family of ten grandchildren and six great-grandchildren 
happily fi lls her days with babysitting, helping with homework and 
having meals together.  She also enjoys reading and spending 
time with her siblings. 

This reunion of the Class of 1959 has her looking forward to 
seeing classmates and renewing old friendships.  She is hoping that 
just maybe we can discover the fi fty-year secret of who ended up 
with the 1959 class bench that has its own story to tell!  

Second row, L-R:
-Frank Fery entered Serra from Stayton. After graduation and 
a stint in the army he worked awhile for a parts store in Salem 
and also was busy on the family row crop farm, growing corn and 
beans for Norpac.

 

He now shuttles vehicles throughout Oregon and Washington 
for Power Chevrolet in Stayton and plans on getting back into 
farming--grass seed this time--next year. He farms close to 50 
acres he purchased several years ago.  Frank and wife Mary, 
a native of Scotland and former East Coast nanny, have been 
married 25 years. They met at St. Joseph’s in Salem and now 
attend St. Boniface in Stayton. He has three children by a former 
marriage.
 
Frank said one of his fondest memories about Serra was when the 
school began accepting girls (freshman class) in 1957. “And we 
got a good education there.”  
 
-Judy Woodry Foley remarried in 1995 to a great guy, Jerry 
Foley.  She has four grandchildren and one on the way from her 
three children with her former husband, a U.S. Army helicopter 
pilot, whom the family traveled with all over the south.
 
Judy graduated from OSU in 1963 which led her to jobs in 
banking and insurance, mostly in public relations and marketing.  
Recently retired from the “rat race,” she loves to volunteer and is 
currently a Docent at the Art Museum. Past volunteer interests in 
Portland have been with Festival of the Trees, Christmas in April, 

1959 Sacred Heart & Serra Catholic classmates meet to plan their 50th Reunion celebrations this September 2009.  
(Front row, L-R): De Etta Lefor Kryger, Judy Schneider McCreight, Mary Ann Meyer Santana, John Schmitz, and JoAnn Weigel Long.  
(Second row, L-R): Mary & Frank Fery, Judy Woodry Foley, Margarite Schmidt Schnitzer, Shirley Weissbeck Baxter & Dick Baxter, Peggy 
DeJardin Barnett, and Joan Korn Carney. (In back, holding the banner): Jerry Foley and Arnie Schnitzer.

(Continued, next page --> )
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Special Olympics, Rose Festival Hot Air Balloons, and United Way 
as chairman for her company and on the distribution committee.
Judy and Jerry love to travel. Her middle daughter works on cruise 
ships so she has done over twenty cruises all over the world, many 
with Jerry and some just with her daughter. She has a passion for 
art, both doing and taking Portland State University art history 
classes (is trying to get into modern/contemporary art), giving 
tours, and attending lectures.  Judy continues to work part-time 
because she enjoys working with the public.   In retirement, she 
is taking art technique classes, working, volunteering, reading, 
docenting and occasionally trying to keep the house clean, the food 
cooked and the garden from going to seed.

Judy remembers her senior year trip to San Francisco with three 
SHA classmates, sewing class, trying to catch the teacher in a 
mistake in Algebra, and the crazy sock hops at Serra.  She loves 
that “we are getting together again to get reacquainted with our 
(can’t say old) classmates again.”  

-Margarite Schmidt Schnitzer attended the University of Portland, 
a graduate in education in 1965, followed by two years of 
teaching in Crescent City, CA.   She married Arnie Schnitzer in 
1967 and are proud parents of three children and four grand-
children. Margarite came from a large family so doing child care 
for many years were happy times.  She then worked for a fashion 
designer by sewing samples which led to a variety of jobs in the 
clothing industry at Adidas.  Finally she dusted off her teaching 
certifi cate and subbed for sixteen years in Portland schools.  

Last year the Schnitzers moved to a wonderful home in Gresham 
where Margarite has a entire room dedicated to her sewing 
hobbies,where there are plenty of grandchild-friendly rooms for 
sleepovers.                                                                                                                                  

Margarite is excited about our  50th reunion and is wondering how 
the years have passed so quickly.   She looks forward to catching 
up with everyone.

-Shirley Weissbeck Baxter, formerly a SNJM sister, married 
Richard Baxter and her creative and adventuresome spirit took 
fl ight.  Together they raised their blended family of three boys and 
as grandparents, delight in their six grandchildren.

As teachers, Shirley and Dick spent eight years teaching Native 
Alaskans in the Alaska bush living in harsh environments to bring an 
education to the children and their families.  Returning to Oregon 
during the summers they would head to their boat-access cabin 
on Ten Mile Lake on the coast. In their retirement, Lapine has been 
their home where Shirley visited the homebound for the church. 

Her love of singing has led her to join various choirs over the years.  
Her creativity took shape as a member of her mom, Lucille’s, 4-H 
club back in the early 50s and now her spare time is devoted 
to crafts, various art mediums, remodeling, gardening and fi x-it 
projects. She recalls that SHA had an air of carefree participation 
and enjoyed the experiences it brought.  Shirley’s biggest regret 
in celebrating this 50th anniversary reunion is her age, musing that 
she still has places to go, things to do and people to see!

Dick and Shirley are in the process of moving to South Carolina 
and beginning another adventure by driving across these United 
States after the reunion. 

-Peggy DeJardin Barnett and Jerry Barnett were married forty-
two years before his death March 17, 2006. Together they raised 
their two sons, Brian and Brent, in northeast Portland.

After high school, Peggy worked three years for State of Oregon 
Industrial Accident and then moved to Portland to be married. 
While her boys were young, she managed a day care center 
in her home for fi fteen years. For the next twenty-one years she 
worked for Pacifi c Power & Light, retiring in 1998. She then began 
a musical-prayer therapy program in Portland nursing homes, 
combining her prayer with her friend’s playing of the harp and for 
fi ve years brought comfort to many in their declining hours.

Salem~August 9, 2008 � Front row, L-R: Phyllis Cunningham Johnson Frost (formerly Sr. Raymond Mary),
Elaine Schaffers Perko, DeEtta Lefor Kryger, Joan Korn Carney, Sr. Marilyn Schroeder, Judy

Gruenfelder, JoAnn DeFrancesco, and Aggie Bischoff Gesher. Back row, L-R: Marie Griepentrog
Noteboom, Mary Gruchalla Stein, JoAnn Weigel Long, Judy Schneider McCreight, Mary Ann Meyer

Santana, Pat Jones Davis, Shirley Weissbeck Baxter, Judy Woodry Foley, Susan Hamstreet Couch, Bev
Polensky Maxwell, Sheila Caldwell Caragol, and Margarite Schmidt Schnitzer.

Sacred Heart Academy ~ Class of 1959 ~ 49th Anniversary Brunch Gathering
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The guiding light in Peggy’s life has been her 
devotion to Madeleine Church and its parishioners, 
serving thirty years as a Eucharistic minister and as 
the church sacristan for thirty-fi ve years. Although 
she has never driven a car, rain or shine, she 
leaves home at dawn each morning to walk the 
six blocks from her home to set up for daily Mass. 
With a strong faith and a giving spirit, she also 
commutes by city bus to volunteer one day a week 
at Providence Hospital giving communion to the sick, 
checks on homebound people to help them with 
various tasks and accompanies them to the hospital 
if the need arises.

Peggy’s religious interests and artistic fl air are 
evident in her large collection of holy cards from 
around the world and many beautiful antiques. 
She says she likes to decorate anything that stands 
still. Looking back, Peggy says she really liked the 
girls she went to school with, but now as they are 
mature, it is twice as delightful seeing them again, 
knowing what they’ve done with their lives and how 
beautifully they’ve turned out. 

-Joan Korn Carney raised her six children in 
the Salem-Sublimity area, volunteering in their 
classrooms and for the fundraising at their schools.  
In 1984 she established the development program 
at Regis High School in Stayton and later at St. 
Joseph, St. Vincent de Paul and Queen of Peace 
schools in Salem.  Joan retired from Queen of 
Peace School in 2006 and currently serves on the 
Administrative Advisory Council for Queen of Peace 
Parish.

Travel adventures have taken her to Ireland, 
Korea, Denmark and Italy but her South Salem 
garden and back porch are still favorite places for 
thinking, visiting and reading. Ten grandchildren, 
from college students to little ones learning to talk, 
occupy much of Joan’s time, entertainment and 
energy.  On this summer’s agenda is going away to 
camp in the Washington mountains with a nine and 
a six-year old.

Joan attributes much of her personal foundation 
to her years at St. Vincent de Paul School and 
Sacred Heart Academy. She gratefully remembers 
the sacrifi ce her parents made to give her the 
educational opportunities and the Holy Names 
Sisters who taught her to “think, stand up straight 
and speak up when you have something to say.”  
Reconnecting with classmates has been a joy as we 
look forward to celebrating our graduating SHA 
Class of 1959.  §

There’s more!  Graduation photos on the 
following page ----->
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ABOVE: Tuesday evening, May 26, 1959 at 8:00pm in St. Joseph’s Auditorium, Sacred Heart Academy’s 
Ninety-Sixth Annual Commencement was held for the 43 members of the Class of Nineteen Hundred and Fifty-
nine, with a reception following at Sacred Heart Academy for graduates, faculty, relatives and friends. Awards 
included Valedictorian, Judith Nielson, and Salutatorian, Anne Meusey.

In alphabetical order: Neal Henry Bell, Ronald Bender, Gary Charles Bigler, Garold Duane Brown, Glen Jacob Burdick, William Hobbs 
Burrell, Jr., Charles Lee Bush, Richard James Carney, John Earl Davidson, Thomas Michael DeSantis, James Jon Eckerman, Frank Kenneth 
Fery, Michael S. Fogarty, Jack Fontanini, Dennis David Frank, Patrick Joseph Gamroth, William F. Gentzkow, Douglas Kirby Gentzkow, 
Terrence Timothy Grant, Michael Edward Gross, Gary Walter Herberger, Paul Michael Kennedy, Delmar David Kerber, Donald Ray Larson, 
Michael Anthony Lulay, James Marshall MacDonald, Brian Manion, Richard Joseph Maurer, Patrick Martin McDermott, James Monroe 
Morris, Richard Louis Myers, Richard Vernon Rex, Stephen Anthony Roth, Lance Jerome Rund, Kenneth James Rupp, John Jay Schmitz, 
Roland Henry Schuh, Jr., Roger A. Seifer, Paul Joseph Steinberger, Douglas Andrew Thompson, Robert Austin Walker, Mark Paul Wallig, 
James Edward Weiss, Gerald Bernard Wolf. Missing from photo: James Leslie Madden and Robert John Taggart.  Speaker: David Schmidt, 
Junior Class President.

BELOW: Wednesday evening, May 27, 1959, Serra Catholic High School held its Third Annual Commencement 
for the members of the Class of Nineteen Hundred and Fifty-nine since opening its doors in 1954. Awards included 
Valedictorian, Roland Schuh, and Salutatorian, James Weiss.
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past 50 years as do the crossword puzzles in this 
issue. 
   
    Thanks to all SHA/Serra former reunion hosts 
and 50th planners with busy lives, these noteworthy 
occasions have become reality. Both Sacred Heart 
Academy (1863-1965/new 1965-1989) and Serra 
Catholic High School (1954-1969) have fascinating 
stories to tell. Former students are proud to have been 
part of this history and look forward with gratitude 
to Blanchet Catholic School for giving alumni “A New 
Place to Call Home.” 

   Not to be forgotten are class members and 
cherished friends who have passed away: SHA-Jeanie 
Martinez (1989), Joan Conneally Kahut (1992), 
and Mary Davison (2006);  SCHS-Glen Burdick, Bill 
Burrell, Jim MacDonald, Jim Morris, and Bob Walker.  
Please let us know of any errors or omissions in this 
list. §

<----TO THE LEFT
Front Row, L-R: JoAnne Marie DeFrancesco, Kathleen Joan 
Snook, Patricia Rae Cadwallader, Virginia Alta Riley, Judith 
Ann McKay, DeEtta Anne Lefor, Patricia Diane Jones, Mary 
Elizabeth Davison, Kathryn Joyce Burke, Cornelia Anne 
Meusey. 
Second Row, L-R: Mary Bernice Gruchalla, Mary Ann 
Meyer, Beverly Jean Polensky, Ellen Joan Conneally, Agnes 
Marie Bischoff, Paula Irene Hayes. 
Third Row, L-R: Sherril Marian Amort, Josephine Ann 
Weigel, Karen Elizabeth Smith, Arlene Betty Sisson, Valerie 
Anne Morgan, Elaine Kathleen Schaffers, Roberta Estelle 
Schlageter, Danna Dee Shepherd. 
Fourth Row, L-R: Jeanne Carol Evans, Judith Ann Nielson, 
Alyce Pearl Reinwald, Sheila Jane Caldwell, Judith Mary 
Schneider, Marilyn Margaret Schroeder, Gloria Jean 
Martinez. 
Fifth Row, L-R: Shirley Ann Weissbeck, Marie Louise 
Griepentrog, JoAnn Marie Marsh, Jeanette Marie Edwards, 
Susan Frances Hamstreet. 
Top Row, L-R: Judith Ann Gruenfelder, Ruth Irene 
Lesmeister, Juanita Joan Korn, Margarite Mary Schmidt, 
Margaret Mary DeJardin, Judith Rae Woodry. 
              (Not pictured: Diane Louise Reitzer)

:: sponsorship
We are offering sponsorship advertising for 

a very reasonable $25/year to help support our 
printing costs.  That covers 4 ads on our website 
and in our newsletter and may include your 
company’s name and contact information.  Email 

or call Brandy to signup. §

“Feature Story” continued from Page 1

gave ‘Sammy Saber’ back to Serra.  She was very 
unhappy to fi nd out later, that it was still missing.

UPDATE:
It has been confi rmed  -- and there is no doubt -- the 
bench was taken by a group of SHA junior girls, and 
the Serra yearbook photo is actually a picture taken 
of their ringleader in her yard before it was trans-
ported to its next spot and the Statesman heard 
about it.  The story takes other twists and turns but 
its fi nal resting place seems to still be unknown.....

We thought it might be fun to ask readers who 
remember this time and know what really happened 
to the bench to let us know. We’ll print it in the next 
issue of “Connections.”  §

“The Rest of the Story” continued from Page 9

Ple
list

d 

Blanchet President, Charles Lee, and LASC Chair, Tim 
Pickett, welcomed Serra Catholic and Sacred Heart 
alumni to a special showing of “The Music Man” at 
Blanchet in May. This fabulous production was indeed a 
highlight to this year’s alumni gatherings.
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Deaths:
SHA‘52 - John Hoy died July 12, 2009.  John was a 
Blanchet grandfather to students Maddie and Alex.
SHA’46 - Oscar Christensen died August 22, 2008
SHA’46 - Caroline Tuttle died February 22, 2008
  

In the News
Serra’s ‘69 - Randy Charles Epping who attended Serra 
from 1966 to 1969 when it closed and where he was 
the last class president, is an internationally renowned 

author and speaker.  He 
just released his new book, 
“Fusion Economics.”  

Based in Zurich, Switzerland 
and São Paulo, Brazil, Randy 
has worked in International 
Finance for over 25 years, 
holding management positions 
in European and American 

investment banks in London, Geneva, and Zurich. He has 
a master’s degree in International Relations from Yale 
University, along with degrees from the University of Notre 
Dame and the University of Paris-Sorbonne. He is currently 
the manager of IFS Project Management AG, a Switzerland-
based international consulting company. In addition to 
several books and articles on the world economy, including 
“The 21st Century Economy—A Beginner’s Guide” published 
by Vintage Books/Random House in May 2009, he has 
written a novel, “Trust”, a fi nancial thriller based in Zurich 
and Budapest.  Find out more about Randy on Wikipedia 
and on his website, www.FusionEconomics.com.  Well done, 
Randy!

What Are You Up To? If you would like to share the latest 
going on with you and your family, email us the details or 
use our online update form.  Use “Alumni Happenings” to 
announce a memorial service, wedding anniversary party, 
and so much more.  §

:: alumni happenings

SAVE THE DATE!Blanchet’s 13th Annual Benefi t Auction“15 & Feelin’ Groovy”Saturday, October 10, 2009
Help Blanchet celebrate its 15th anniversary 
by attending their 60’s music themed auction. 

Watch the website for special announcements. 
Memorabilia from Serra and Sacred Heart 

(including musical groups from this era) will be 
on display! Buy your tickets now online.

HE DATTEE!!

:: upcoming events

CAVALIER CLASSIC GOLF TOURNAMENT
MONDAY, AUGUST 31 ~ 1:30PM SHOTGUN START

CREEKSIDE GOLF CLUB

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR DAY OF GOLF IN SUPPORT OF BLANCHET 
ATHLETICS.  JOIN OTHER CAVALIER SUPPORTERS FOR GREAT GOLF, TEE 

AND RAFFLE PRIZES, A BBQ AND AWARDS CEREMONY.  REGISTER 
ONLINE AT WWW.BLANCHETCATHOLICSCHOOL.COM. 

:: class reunions

ET

Let us know about your upcoming reunion activities.  
Call Brandy or update us online.

Class of ‘64
but also invited are 

Classes of 1965 - 1969
Serra Reunion 

Saturday, August 29 at home of 
Paul Ferder.  Paul will have hors’doeuvres 

and refreshments beginning at 5pm.  Many are 
coming from as far away as Texas.  Many who 

have never been to a reunion will be there.  
His home is: 

1525 Acacia Dr., S., Salem 
Call 503-585-9197.
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The Class of ‘59 has prepared a fun couple of puzzles and a walk down mystery lane with an article about 
“the missing bench.” We hope everyone will enjoy this.  If you have fun stuff like this to share in our upcoming 

editions, email us or call Brandy at 503.391.2639. 

(continued on Page 7)

We are offi cially re-opening 
the 50 year old cold case 
fi le of the “missing bench.” 

Yes, apparently the stolen 
SHA59 senior bench is still 
a mystery and although 
everyone seems to know who 
originally removed it from 
SHA (the SHA junior girls/
Class of 1960), no one knows 
where it fi nally ended up 
other than being chained to 
the Salem Fire Station at one 
point during Homecoming. 
Two seniors saw a car speed 
by with the bench sticking 
out the trunk but lost them 
in the chase. Someone else 
said they heard it was 
tossed on the homecoming 
bonfi re. Another classmate 
said Serra’s Fr. Christian 
gave her custody of ‘Sammy 
Saber’ until the bench was 
returned. She states she 
actually wore the costume 
in the car caravan and 
walked incognito through the 
bonfi re crowd until someone 
suspected she ‘might’ be a 
girl. She was then told the 
bench had been returned so 
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The Rest of the Story?  



Page 10

Class of ‘59 
Crossword Fun
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About Connections
This newsletter and our webspace 
are supported by volunteers 
and Blanchet. We welcome your 
suggestions.  We also accept 
donations online or by mail.  You 
may contact us at the following:
Email:  
LASC@blanchetcatholicschool.com
Phone:
Brandy O’Bannon, Dir. Development 
503.391.2639
Fax:
503.399.1259
Website:
www.blanchetcatholicschool.com/legacy
Mailing Address:
   Blanchet Catholic School
   LASC Steering Committee
   4373 Market Street NE
   Salem, OR 97301

Name:

News you would like to share with us: (attach if more)

Class Year:

Maiden:

Phone:

Serra or SHA?

Mail to the LASC or use our online update form at 
www.blanchetcatholicschool.com/legacy. 

:: alumni update form
Share with your classmates what’s new in your life .  If you’d like to share 
the latest news with us, you know of someone who isn’t getting this 
newsletter, or you need to update our data fi les, fi ll this out today!  

Address:

Email:


