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A Newsletter for Serra Catholic & SHA Alumni 

Come enjoy hearty appetizers and 
drinks while socializing with fellow 
Sacred Heart and Serra Catholic 
alumni.  Meet us in the Blanchet 
Auxiliary gym at 5:30 PM.   

Alumni who RSVP by April 29 will 
receive complimentary front-row 
tickets to the May 1st 7:00 PM 
performance of Blanchet’s spring 
musical, “Into the Woods” and also 
be entered into a drawing to win 
a $50 gift card to Applebees! The 
winner will be announced at the 
event.

“Into the Woods” is Blanchet Catholic’s high school spring musical. 
“Into the Woods” has music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim. 
The musical intertwines the plots of several Brothers Grimm fairy 
tales and follows them further to explore the consequences of 
the characters’ wishes and quests. The main characters are taken 
from the stories of Little Red Riding Hood, Jack and the Beanstalk, 
Rapunzel, and Cinderella, tied together by a more original story 
involving a Baker and his wife and their quest to begin a family, 
most likely taken from the original story of Rapunzel by the Brothers 
Grimm. It also includes references to several other well-known tales.

Blanchet’s drama program is superb and this play is not to be missed! 
In conjunction with the musical, artwork from the school’s 6-12 grade 
students will be on display. At the Alumni Social, 
members of the alumni team will give us updates 
on upcoming activities. 

We look forward to seeing you!

 Alumni Spring Social 
May 1st @ 5:30 PM
RSVP by April 29th

How did this all 
begin?
Our series on SHA & Serra’s 
beginnings continue on 
page 2.

Alumni News 
& Events
Find out what’s going 
on with your fellow 
classmates, about 
reunion events and 
more. Begins on page 4.

Doo Wop Quiz
Give it a try.  Test your 
knowledge of the good 
Doo Wop’ days of some 
of the best music ever 
created!  See page 5.

Wh at ’s Inside

Alumni Letters
Are you enjoying 
“Connections?”  Write us 
and let us know what you 
think and what you’d like 
to see.  See page 7.

Brandy O’Bannon
503.391.2639

or email her at: lasc@blanchetcatholicschool.commailiil h her mailiiiemememor e
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(Continued on Page 4)

How did this all begin?
by Dr. Robert J. Kovarik                             
Archivist, St. Vincent de Paul Parish

matters in an agreement with Franciscans, 
the archdiocese agreed to take out a loan 
not to exceed $200,000 to fi nance the girls’ 
wing.  The contract called for the land on 
which the wing would be built to be deeded 
to the archdiocese until the indebtedness 
had been paid off .  The Franciscans agreed 
to make annual repayments with interest.  
Tuition could be increased.  The Archbishop 
agreed that a drive could be held in 1966.  
Eight classrooms of the girls’ wing were 
ready for the school year of 1964-65.  Total 
enrollment had increased to 439.  Now the 
building of the permanent convent became 
a priority.  The Franciscan Sisters had become 
increasingly unhappy over the deteriorating 
condition of their temporary convent, 
located over wet land.  The hope was that 
funds from the annual diocesan allotment 
could be used.  

Immediately concerns were raised about 
the tuition raise and the proposed drive.  

The Parents Club of Sacred Heart and the 

Holy Names Sisters were opposed to a tuition 
increase for boys, making it higher than for 
girls.  Still the archdiocese agreed to a twenty 
dollar increase for boys to $200.  The Salem 
pastors noted the Salem community was 
strained by too many drives.  The new parish 
of Queen of Peace was planning a major 
expansion.  St. Vincent’s was supporting the 
creation of a new parish in Keizer.  Sacred 
Heart Academy was having diffi  culty with 
its present drive.  In 1964 the parishes 
expressed concern about the future of twelve 
years of Catholic education in Salem due in 
part to the per capita cost increase of their 
students from $59 to $191.  Meanwhile, the 
two high schools, Sacred Heart and Serra, 
were receiving parish support in the form of 
a per capita amount based on the number 
of students attending from each parish.  
Payments were being made for delinquent 
tuition.  In reaction the Franciscan provincial’s 
proposal to delay any drive to 1970 was 
accepted.

Matters became worse when Serra 
was projected to have its fi rst defi cit 

estimated at $15,000 for the school year 
1965-66.  At a meeting on March 25, 
1965 chaired by Fr. Martin Thielen, the 
archdiocesan superintendent of education, 
an agreement was reached that the three 
parishes would divide the defi cit based on 
the number of families having students 
attending Serra.  Both St. Joseph’s and St. 
Vincent’s would be responsible for 40% 
each; Queen of Peace for 20%.  The parishes 
would borrow funds from a bank through 
the Chancery as loans to Serra at 6% interest 
to be repaid in fi ve years.  Serra agreed to 

In our last issue of “Connections” we shared with you a terrifi c work by Dr. 
Robert Kovarik.  His history of Sacred  Heart Academy (1846-1984) and Serra 
Catholic (1952-1968) may be the most comprehensive writing about our alma 
maters.   We hope you enjoy this journey.

For the school year of 1958-59 
eight classrooms had been added 

to the boys’ wing.  Until then the girls 
attended classes with the boys.  Now Serra 
became co-instructional as planned.  In 
1960 the gym was completed and the fi rst 
assembly was held.  For the school year 
of 1962-63 the enrollment was 368 with 
700 being projected by 1966-67.  The girls’ 
wing of 16 classrooms was in desperate 
need.  The Franciscan Sisters had stated 
that if the wing was not in operation by 
the fall of 1964 the agreed contract would 
be terminated and they would consider 
leaving Salem.  Funds had to be raised for 
its construction.  Archbishop Howard had 
allowed no pledge drives between 1962 and 
1966.  Tuition increases and donations alone 
could not solve the issue.  The hope was that 
the Archbishop would relent on a pledge 
drive, or that there might be a miracle, 
like generous donations.  To expedite 

Construction begins for one of Serra’s many 
projects in the 1950’s and 1960’s.

Serra Catholic ~ 1958
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(Continued on Page 5)

Sacred Heart Academy ,1865

Due to the Academy’s success in 1865, 
the sisters began planning for a 

permanent school.  Mother Veronica in 
Portland began negotiations with Judge 
Rueben P. Boise for six lots near the church.  
When he asked for $4000, she off ered 
$3000.  Despite strong opposition from 
his sister, the Judge agreed to $3000, 
remarking: “For an institution of learning 
with much to off er it is right to make any 
sacrifi ce.”  The Salem Directory for 1871 
reveals that the Holy Name Sisters and 
their Academy had become an accepted 
part of Salem:  “The object of this institute 
is to educate young ladies in the useful 
and ornamental branches generally 
taught in the most approved school. . . 
pupils of every religious denomination 
are indiscriminately received, and 
all interference with their religious 
convictions carefully avoided.”  Due to the 
impact of the Civil War, construction could 
not begin until 1872.  On May 5 of that 
year the cornerstone was laid and blessed 
by Archbishop Blanchet.  The pastor of the 
Cathedral Parish, Fr. John Fierens, gave an 
“eloquent and learned” address.  According 
to the Chronicles kept by the Sisters, the 
cornerstone contained 18 items.  Ladies of 
the parish helped to fi nish the plastering 
and to prepare the building for occupancy 
in July of 1873.  The Salem Directory for 
1874 noted “Salem can boast of many 
spacious public and private edifi ces, 
but for style of architecture and general 
detail, none surpass the Academy of the 
Sacred Heart.”  Its location on Piety Hill was 
elevated and “commands an extensive 
view of the surrounding picturesque 
scenery.”  

The Salem Directory for 1874 and 
Chronicles provide an excellent 

description of the Academy.  It was built 
out of red brick and iron with a stone 
basement.  “The exterior being laid 

off  in spacious panels which, with neat 
columns and abutments, present a most 
pleasing outline.”  The dimensions were 120 
feet by 52 with a tin roof surmounted by 
a dome, crowned by a 15 foot cross.  The 
basement was divided “into heating and 
culinary departments, laundries and all the 
accessories for an extensive boarding school.”  
The fi rst fl oor had the offi  ce, two spacious 
parlors with ceiling paintings, recitation 
rooms and the library.  The southern part was 
the enclosure for the sisters with a chapel.  An 
impressive stained glass window overlooked 
the altar.  A foot-pump organ provided 
music.  The second story was divided “for 
music rooms, classrooms, drawing rooms and 
infi rmaries.”  The third fl oor was a dormitory 
for boarding students, “being unusually well 
ventilated, and provided with all the modern 
appliances for promoting health and physical 
comfort.”  The living quarters for the sisters 
was in the attic.  Heat was provided by hot air 
pipes, supplied by chilson furnaces.  Lighting 
was by gas. The total cost was $43,000.

The Salem Directory for 1874 describes 
the system of education.  “The course 

of instruction embraces all the branches 
constituting a solid and refi ned education, 
fi tting the student for the highest social circle, 
or for the offi  ce of teacher; . . . .”  The Academy 
consisted of four departments:  Primary, 
Preparatory, Junior and Senior.  Further 
details are found in the Salem Directory for 
1886.   “The pupils have access to a very select 
library and a cabinet containing a variety of 
valuable specimens.  Elocution, vocal music, 
and the languages, are taught without extra 
charges.”  Music and art were an important 
part of the curriculum:  “Instrumental and 
theoretical music are taught according to 
the most approved methods.  The studio 
has long been appreciated by the art loving 
friends of the Institution.  In this department, 
drawing, painting in water-colors, pastel, 
Grecian, Oriental and porcelain painting 
received due attention.”  Finally, there were 
the moral values to be instilled.  The Salem 
Directory of 1874 observes “knowing that 
the charm of life may be destroyed by habits 

For SHA Story: Sisters of the Holy Names Provincial Archives, Marylhurst; Kevin Mannix & SCS Foundation Archive; St. Vincent dePaul 
Archive; Catholic Sentinel and Statesman-Journal; Salem Directories for 1871-1986; Adapting in Eden: Oregon’s Catholic Minority 1838-1986 
(2002) by Patricia Brandt & Lillian A. Pereyra (2002).  For Serra Story:  Th e newspapers: Capital Journal, Statesman and the Catholic Sentinel; 
Serra publications El Serrano; Th e Serran Year Books; 1957-68; Book of Memories by Tracy Epping; archival material from the Kevin Mannix & 
SCS Foundation and St. Vincent dePaul archives.  

Sources
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Doo Wop Quiz

1. When did ‘’Little Suzie’’  finally wake up? 
(a)    The movie’s over, it’s 2  o’clock 
(b)    The movie’s over, it’s 3  o’clock 
(c)    The movie’s over, it’s 4  o’clock 

2. ‘’Rock Around The Clock’’ was used in what movie? 
(a)    Rebel Without A Cause 
(b)    Blackboard Jungle 
(c)    The Wild Ones 

3. What’s missing from a Rock & Roll standpoint?  
    Earth _____ 
(a)    Angel 
(b)    Mother 
(c)    Worm 

4.  ‘’I found my thrill . . .’’  where? 
(a)     Kansas City 
(b)    Heartbreak Hotel 
(c)    Blueberry Hill 

5.  ‘’Please turn on your magic 
beam, _____ _____ bring me a  
dream,’’: 
(a)    Mr. Sandman 
(b)    Earth Angel 
(c)    Dream Lover 

Here are the fi rst 10 of a 30 question fun quiz about 
the “Doo Wop” days of old.  Thanks to Norma 
Bernardy, SHA ‘60 for this.  Ten great memories about 
music that caused our parents and teachers grief!  Take the 
quiz and see how you score as a true “Oldies Fan.”  Don’t 
cheat, now!

Times Have Changed!
 
Serra Catholic opened the high school in 1954, accepting 
only freshman and sophomore students.  I remember I 
shot a pheasant on the school property that year as well.
 
Bob Hammer ‘58 road hunted for pheasants on his way 
to school. When successful, he took the birds to Brother 
Conrad who prepared them for the priests.  

form a budget committee representing the schools, the parishes 
and the archdiocese that would review future budgets.  Funds 
allocated to Serra for the construction of the girl’s wing would 
be amortized.  In April Serra’s allotment from the Archdiocesan 
Secondary Schools funds was $22,520.  Would such support 
resolve Serra’s fi scal problems?

In May of 1966 Serra proposed its budget for the school year of 
1966-67.  Based on an estimated enrollment of 375 students, 

the receipts were estimated at $100,935 with expenditures at 
$141,980, resulting in an even higher defi cit than the previous 
year.  The increase in part was due to more reliance on lay staff , 
including twelve part and full time teachers.  Revision of the 
budget along with fund raising and donations lowered the 
defi cit.  On July 13, 1967 Fr. Thielen met with the Budget & 
Finance Committee.  First the budget for 1966-67 was reviewed.  
Its defi cit had been lowered to $10,404, mostly due to interest 
payments.  One of the pastors asked how Serra’s defi cit related 
to the other Catholic high schools.  Four other schools were 
running defi cits between $12,000 and $40,000.  Unlike Salem, 
parishes in Portland, Medford and Mt. Angel gave grants to 
cover the defi cits.  Concern was expressed that in the future 
Sacred Heart Academy would need assistance.  Still the defi cit 
was divided among the parishes with Serra expected to make 
quarterly payments of interest on the loans.  Next, the proposed 
Serra budget for 1967-68 was discussed.  The reaction of the 
pastors to a possible defi cit of $34,000 not including interest 
of $7,327 owed by Serra was “we just can’t raise that amount 
of money.”  Fr. Thielen felt the defi cit could be cut by $25,000 
provided cuts were made in salaries, including that of the priests 
and sisters, who were already receiving less than the lay faculty 
and employees.  Hope remained that success at fund raising 
would further lower the defi cit.  Still for the school year 1967-68, 
the parishes were obligated to cover the actual defi cit.  In June 
1968 Serra graduated 100 seniors, the most ever.  The moment of 
truth came with the budget for 1968-69.  §   (To be continued. . . )

                   Oops!
Th e following were inadvertantly 
left  off  of our December 2009 
newsletter for the Sacred Heart Class 
of 1959, 50th Reunion Celebration 
on September 13 at Pringle Creek 
Community.  
Dick Baxter, Diane Bender, Tony 
Caragol, Carol Taggart Daks, Linda DeSantis, Mary Fery, 
Jane McKay Flood,  Jerry Foley, Norma Weissbeck Fordyce, 
Susan Kennedy, Dave Kryger, Shelley Burrell Lewelling, 
Nancy Madden, K.K. Burrell Monaghan, Karen Artz Morris 
& Vern Hamilton, Brandy O’Bannon, Leslie Rupp, Dave & 
Sheryl Schmidt, Arnie Schnitzer, Erika Schoell, Karen Seifer, 
Betty Taggart and Candy Th ompson.

(Serra’s Story fr om page 2)
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6.  For which label did Elvis Presley first 
record? 
(a)    Atlantic 
(b)    RCA 
(c)    Sun 

7. He asked, ‘’Why’s everybody 
always pickin’ on me?’’  Who was he? 
(a)    Bad, Bad Leroy Brown 
(b)    Charlie Brown 
(c)    Buster Brown 

8. In Bobby Darin’s ‘’Mack The Knife,’’ the one with the knife, 
    was named: 
(a)    Mac Heath 
(b)    Mac Cloud 
(c)    Mac Namara 

9. Name the song with ‘’A-wop bop a-loo bop a-lop bam 
    boom.’’ 
(a)    Good Golly, Miss Molly 
(b)    Be-Bop-A-Lula 
(c)    Tutti Fruitti 

10.  Who is generally given credit for originating the term     
       ‘’Rock And Roll’’? 
(a)     Dick Clark 
(b)     Wolfman Jack 
(c)     Alan Freed

1     (c)    The movie’s over,  it’s 
4 o’clock 
2.    (b)    Blackboard Jungle 
3.    (a)    Angel 
4.    (c)    Blueberry Hill 
5.    (a)    Mr. Sandman 

6.    (c)    Sun 
7.    (b)    Charlie Brown 
8.    (a)    Mac Heath 
9.    (c)    Tutti Fruitti 
10.  (c)    Alan Freed 

ANSWERS:

acquired in youth, the pupils are at all hours under the guardian 
of the Sisters, and are emphatically taught to avoid all that is 
rude, vulgar , or trivial, whether in conversation or manners, 
and to cultivate, or endeavor to acquire, if they do not possess 
them, amiable disposition, aff ability, polite deportment, and 
the refi nement of sentiment and language.”  The “sacred duty” 
of the Sisters was “to impart solid learning; to develop the 
intellectual and physical faculties of their pupils; to instill into 
their youthful minds, honorable and noble principles; to form 
their hearts to virtue; to prepare them for a life of usefulness, 
and mould them for a safe intercourse with the world in which 
they will shortly have to move; and to render them future 
ornaments of society.”

For the next nine decades this wonderful structure and 
the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary would 

continue to serve the educational needs of area youth.  Along 
the way several developments occurred.  In 1874 Fr. Leopold 
Dielman returned to be pastor, serving until 1879.  The height 
in enrollment came in 1875 with 24 boarders, 193 day students 
and twelve sisters.  In 1877 after serving 14 years as Superior, 
Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart was transferred back to Canada.  
Sister Mary of the Assumption became the new superior.  By 
1880 due to worsening economic conditions, enrollment 
was decreasing.  Near disaster struck early in January of that 
year.  A ferocious wind and rain storm struck.  Part of the tin 
roof was torn away, trees were blown down, and rain poured 
into the interior.  Due to the eff orts of many local volunteers 
the building was restored.  In 1885 students numbered 160 
including 33 boards and twelve sisters.  The graduating class 
was seven.  Economic conditions continued to impact upon 
enrollment.  By 1888 four girls had joined the Holy Names 
Sisters.  The fi rst postulant was Jane Kelley, taking the name 
of Sister Mary Rose of Lima.  She would serve as Superior from 
1910 to 1912.  In 1889, Fr. J.S. White, who had become pastor in 
1887, oversaw the building of a new church, that was dedicated 
on March 24 as St. Joseph.  The name change resulted from the 
need to distinguish the Salem church from the older St. John 
the Evangelist in Oregon City.  On this occasion Archbishop 
William H. Gross dedicated a new bell for the Academy.  A 
photo was taken of 69 “young ladies” on the front steps of the 
building.  In 1896 six boys joined two boarders and twenty-
nine day students.  On June 12, 1913 Archbishop Alexander 
Christie presided over the celebration of the 50th year of both 
the Church and the Academy.  Among the events were a “gala 
jubilee commencement” exercise for graduating students, held 
at the Grand Opera House, later to be known as Grand Theatre.  
The graduates were Lucille Jaskowski, Catherine Lynch and 
Rose Sullivan.  A special guest was Sister Angel Guardians, who 
50 years before stayed up all night stitching altar linen for the 
fi rst church. §     (To be continued . . . )

(Sacred Heart’s Story fr om page 3)

During that fall, Tom 
Griepentrog, ‘58 was 
able to keep his shotgun 
in his locker. When 
school was over for the 
day, he hunted ducks 
on the school campus.  
This photo shows Tom 
bagging a few on campus 
in 1954.
 

This column is written by Gerry Pavelek, 
Serra ‘58

Note:  Th is is the author’s reconstruction of events based on available 
information.  Th e interpretations are the author’s.
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“The Gathering” 
All Class Reunion 

Sacred Heart & Serra Catholic Alumni
Saturday, August 6, 2011

Blanchet Catholic School
Featuring

*Mass  *  Meal  *  Memorabilia Displays
Great Music, Dancing & Much More!!

We had 300 attendees at our last “Gathering” and 
we are hopeful to have 500 or more this time around. 

Get in touch with your classmates and plan on 
attending this reunion of all reunions. 

We’ll keep you posted on plans & details in 
future newsletters & online.

Join us for our Class of 1960 Reunion!
 
July 23----Blanchet Catholic School
                   Renew friendships----Casual wear
                   7:00----10:00 pm
                   Snacks/drinks
                   Memorabilia on display
 
July 24----Keizer Elk’s Club
                   4250 Cherry Ave., Keizer, Or.
                   4:00pm ----12:00 midnight
                   No-host bar----Casual wear   (no hats, cutoff  jeans)
                   Light food buff et-----5:30-6:30 pm
     Music provided by the club; outside patio for quiet visiting
 
July 25----(Sacred Heart Women Only)
                   McNary Golf Course Restaurant
                   165 McNary Estates Dr. N., Keizer, Or.
                   10:00 am - Continental breakfast out on the patio
 
Contact:  
Norma (Rupp) Bernardy (SHA), bernardyn@q.com, 503-390-
1915; Clem Unrein (Serra), cumarys@mtangel.net, 503-845-6742

alumni happenings

rrrrrrrr

upcoming events

Jane Bartosz, SHA ‘76, with her 
daughter Miranda, a freshman at 
Blanchet.  Jane shares her thoughts 
about her days at SHA in upcoming 
Blanchet brochure.

Donna Garaventa & John Salstrom 
talk about their high school days at 
Blanchet’s celebration of Catholic 
Schools Week.  John gives a DWTS 
performance, demonstrating the 
“Twist.”  Left: Donna, SHA ‘68 with 
daughter, Gina, a freshman and 
John, Serra ‘67 with his daughter, 
Emily, also a freshman. 

Right: Marc Rocque, Serra ‘68  & 
John Salstrom, Serra ‘67 recently 
took a week long trip to parts of 
China & Hong Kong.  They enjoyed 
a “real” Chinese dinner n Huizhou, 
at a country club dining room there.  
Huizhou is about 150 miles northeast 
of Hong Kong, in “old China”.

What Are You Up To? If you would like to share 
the latest going on with you and your family, email us 
the details or use our online update form.  Use “Alumni 
Happenings” to announce a memorial service, wedding 
anniversary party, and so much more.  §

Right: In Hong Kong, 
Marc & John visited 
a local Mosque and 
ran into these fellow 
travelers, Jordanians. 
East meeting West, 
Muslim meeting 
Catholic! Someone 
needs to work on 
their beard?

There are rumors that the Class ‘69 SHA is planning a 
reunion this summer, between June and end of Julyish.  We 
heard it from Linda Nelke Hoxsie but get a hold of Donna 

Zeit at 503 363-0178 if you want to know more.  Her 
email is: donna.zeit@gmail.com or Kathy Doty Davidson 

who has offered to host the doings - 
kdavidson@comcast.net.

2010

e



Page 7
Page 7

We send our condolences to the families of the following Sacred Heart 
Academy & Serra Catholic alumni who passed away during the last 
couple of years. Th is information was obtained from obituaries printed in 
the Statesman Journal. If you know about other classmates we have lost, 
please send the information to lasc@blanchetcatholicschool.com so that 
we can publish this for you.  

SHA ‘37- Bernard I. Koehler  November 11, 1919 – February 29, 2008 
-Bernard was a veteran, who served in World War II as a Sergeant. He 
operated an electrical contracting business in Salem, Koehler and Monner 
Electric, for the majority of his career.  9  SHA ‘42 - George Renner November 
10, 1924 – May 6, 2009- George served with the US Navy Seebees during 
WWII from 1942-46 then married Dolores Muller in September 1946. He 
graduated from Willamette University. He was dedicated to his career with the 
State of Oregon, Secretary of State’s offi ce serving from 1952 until retiring 
in 1985 as Supervisor of the Division of Audits.  9  SHA ‘46 - Charles “Bob” 
Schnider July 27, 1928 – January 2010- Bob meet his wife, Angela Kropp, 
at Sacred Heart Academy. They were married for 48 years (Angela passed 
away in 1998). Bob’s career was with US Bank.  9  SHA ‘49 - Jacqueline 
Ann (Zerzan) Vincent July 15, 1931 – November 18, 2009 - Following high 
school, Jackie graduated from Marylhurst College, majoring in art. Jackie 
used her artistic talents through her work at Sears in downtown Salem creating 
window displays and with the Salem-Keizer School District where she was an 
illustrator of educational games. 9  SHA ‘50 - Gerald (Jerry) Weger May 22, 
1932 – March 19, 2010 - Jerry served in the Army during the Korean War. 
He retired from Pacifi c Northwest Bell in 1986 with 36 years of service.  9 
SHA ‘55 - Peter Fredric Meyer March 19, 1936 – August 14, 2008 - Peter 
worked for companies operated by Merritt W. Truax for more than 50 years. 
He retired in 2002 as the executive vice president and chief operating offi cer 
of State Investments, LLC.  9  SHA ‘55 - Richard Keith Schmidt February 21, 
1937 – January 8, 2008 - Keith joined the US Air Force after high school 
where he became an air traffi c controller. Following military service, he went 
to work with the Federal Aviation Agency after which he was a partner with 
Mary Jane Bakery of Portland, followed by employment with Tacoma Screw in 
Portland.  9  SHA ‘60 - Margaret A. Winter  November 11, 1941 – March 19, 
2009 - Margaret worked at the Oregon Department of Revenue for 36 years, 
retiring in 2001. She married Arthur in 1968 and attended St. Joseph Catholic 
Church.  9  SHA ‘60 - Donna Marie Strauch November 24, 1942 – November 
21, 2008 - Donna earned a Master’s Degree in music from Marylhurst College. 
She enjoyed playing the cello and was an accomplished pianist.  9  SHA ’60 
Classmate - Beverly Ann Kelley April 17, 1942 – March 23, 2009 - Beverly 
attended Sacred Heart High School for the fi rst two years of high school where 
she was a cheerleader. She graduated from St. Boniface in Sublimity. Beverly 
worked for State Farm for 30 years.  9   SHA ‘78 - Edward Bruce Callicrate 
February 4, 1960 – March 8, 2009 - Eddie worked for Legacy Health System 
in laboratory services in Portland.   9  Serra ‘58 - Cornelius “Cork” Lambert 
Feskens August 23, 1940 - January 4, 2010 - Cork was a speech therapist 
who worked for many years for the Southern Oregon Education Service District, 
retiring as Director of Special Education.   9  Serra ‘59 Doug Thompson 
June 25, 1941 - March 24, 2010. Doug’s passion in high school was football. 
He received his medical degree from OHSU, served in Vietnam Army Medical 
Corps, married his wife, Candy in 1966, and retired from the Army in 1973, He 
continued with an illustrious career, founding the Pain Clinic at SW Washington 
Medical Center.  9  Serra ’61 Classmate - Philip G. Gruchella – May 2, 1943 
– March 31, 2010 - Phil graduated from North Salem High School and OSU 
and worked in the insurance business.  9  Serra ‘62 - Steve Boyd Panther died 
September 24, 2006. He was a track star in high school and won numerous 
trophies in marksmanship as a member of the Junior National Rifl e Association.  
Steve’s career was in the printing business.  9  ’69 - Janis Annette Kleinschmit-
Husky September 14, 1950 – June 27, 2009 - Jan worked for Fairview 
Training Center and then entered the fi eld of corrections where she worked as a 
Correctional Corporal for ten years until retiring in 1993. 9 9 9

alumni in memoriam

February 2, 2010

Dear LASC:

So, does anyone remember the 
Serra song or the most common 
cheer?  

I enjoyed the latest newsletter.  I vividly remember the 
school dances and the Che-Vels.

Daily lunch on the gym bleachers with Mike Van, Jim 
Prange, Mike Wasser, and ?? Vanderzanden.

Good teachers, made you think, set the Franciscan example 
(for which I am always thankful today), good memories, 
and lifetime lessons learned.

One of the tough parts of commuting from another town to 
high school was the sense of “two lives”-- there were school 
friends on weekdays and home friends on weekends.  The 
home friends are the rest of my life, sadly losing touch with 
high school friends since graduation.

For anyone who remembers:  Dave Hanel (top candy bar 
seller junior year) died in his 20’s of cancer, sadly.  We 
were altar boys together from grade school through high 
school very often.  Tom Johnston, also class of 1966, died 
in a car accident not long ago, as I learned last summer.  
Rebecca Gorman, also a classmate, died at an early age.  
We were classmates at St. Luke’s School in Woodburn.  
LaDonna Jamison, also of Woodburn, married and lives 
in Hubbard.  I have lost touch with Carol Bauman, also of 
Woodburn.

I also vividly recall the VFW dances.  Those were good 
times.  I am sad that our two sons did not live in a time, or 
place, where such events were possible.  How times have 
changed and not for the better.

Great stories to share about Fr. Lester, and memories of 
good classmates.

For those who are interested, I have worked for the Boy 
Scouts of America since 1972, in Salem, OR, Walla 
Walla, WA, Portland, OR, national council in Irving, TX, 
Madison, WI, Tokyo, Japan, and now in Roswell, NM.

Thanks again for the newsletter.  I too often wonder about 
where life has taken many classmates.  I was happy to 
learn, at the only reunion invited to, that none died in 
Vietnam, though several served.

I pray that all are happy today.

                                    Guy Eichsteadt
                                                   Scout Executive
                                                           Serra ‘66
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News you would like to share with us: (attach if more)

Class Year:

Maiden:

Phone:

Serra or SHA?

Mail to the LASC or use our online update form at 

www.blanchetcatholicschool.com.  Follow the link.

Address:

Email:

About Connections
This newsletter and our webspace 
are supported by volunteers 
and Blanchet. We welcome your 
suggestions.  We also accept 
donations online or by mail.  You 
may contact us at the following:
Email:  
LASC@blanchetcatholicschool.com
Phone:
Brandy O’Bannon, Dir. Development 
503.391.2639
Fax:
503.399.1259
Website:
www.blanchetcatholicschool.com (see link)
Mailing Address:
   Blanchet Catholic School
   LASC Steering Committee
   4373 Market Street NE
   Salem, OR 97301

Share with your classmates what’s new in your life .  If you’d like to share the latest news 
with us, you know of someone who isn’t getting this newsletter, or you need to update 
our data fi les, fi ll this out today!  

Name:

What is your preferred method of receceivng this newsletter?  

Email In the mail

alumni update form

Do you want to also receive a Blanchet newsletter ? Yes No


